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Onderdonk House Annual Harvest Festival Canceled due to Budget Cuts

NYC Program Funding cuts will force the Greater Ridgewood Historical Society to scale back their school programs, special events, and operating hours for the Vander Ende - Onderdonk House.

The Greater Ridgewood Historical Society will begin an assessment of what public programs will be effected by a 46% drop in public funding from the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, Cultural Development Fund and NYC Council Member items.  “I understand that there are many needs in our community and that there are always difficult choices, but I was shocked to see such a huge drop in one year,” said Linda Monte, president of the Society.  

The first event to feel the impact is the annual Harvest Festival.  This event attracts over 500 children and their parents for an afternoon of old-fashioned fun including free pumpkins, and is co-sponsored by the 104th Police Precinct Community Council with the help of Glendale Kiwanis.  “We regretted the cancellation especially since this has been an annual event for over 10 years,” said Monte.  

The School Program serves 1,000 children and their teachers from local schools and complements the 4th grade NYS Social Studies curriculum with a hands-on living history experience. This may now be limited to just one day a week instead of the usual three days. 

Guided tours of the historical property will also be cut to one weekend per month, limiting the number of visitors who can view the Society’s latest exhibit, “Rites of Passage,” as well as tour the house and grounds and use the history and genealogy libraries.   

“Since the Society was founded in 1975 to save the Vander Ende-Onderdonk House, there have been many challenges, but the community was always supportive of this pivotal community institution,” said Monte.  But membership has decreased from over 800 members in the early 1980’s to just 200 in 2008. Funding for a new roof and upgrades to energy-efficient heating systems have also gone unfunded for several years despite requests through local elected officials, at both the city and federal level. 

The Society’s Web site, www.onderdonkhouse.org, will be updated to reflect changes in operations and programs.  If you wish to help the Society, either through membership, financial donation or volunteering, information is posted on their Web site.  The Onderdonk House is a New York City Landmark, New York State Historic Property and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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